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Campaign to 
Stop Urban 4x4s 

Takes Off
Camden Greens are among founder members of a campaign to keep gi-
ant 4x4s out of London, which has gained international attention.

Members of Camden Green Party  have joined with other local activists 
to form the Alliance Against Urban 4x4s, which is gathering support 
from environmental, road safety and consumer groups, as well as indi-
viduals concerned that gas-guzzling ‘wastemonsters’ are taking over 
the capital’s streets. A recent poll by YouGov found that 70% of London-
ers support higher taxes on 4x4s.

Not safe, not clean, not cool
Big 4x4s are a unique danger in urban areas. Their combination of size 
and weight is particularly dangerous to pedestrians, with only one 
model given more than one star out of five for pedestrian safety in Euro-
NCAP crash tests. They also cause more pollution than other cars. The 
biggest models, such as the Range Rover Vogue, give out more carbon 
dioxide than two estate cars.

The Green Party’s Jenny Jones 
AM, the Mayor’s Road Safety 
Ambassador, is a supporter 
of the campaign. “I can 
understand why people think 
these cars are safer,” she 
says, “It’s a misconception. 
Insurance industry figures 
show that they are involved 
in 25% more accidents than 
other cars.” Suzy Edwards 
from Camden Friends of the 
Earth and a member of the 
Alliance agrees, “Contribut-

ing to global warming isn’t fashionable and neither is increased mortal-
ity in pedestrian collisions,” she says. 

The campaign’s spoof parking tickets have been featured in many 
national newspaper and TV reports, even the New York Times and the 
Richard and Judy show, and a recent demonstration in Belsize Park 
received national coverage. Green Parliamentary Candidate Siân Berry 
says: “The way the campaign has taken off has been amazing. Hundreds 
of people are now signing our petition every week. It’s clear that, with 
this kind of pressure, the Government will have to do something to keep 
these dangerous, polluting cars off our streets.”

Aims of the campaign
The Alliance Against Urban 4x4s wants to make the use of 4x4s in urban 
areas socially unacceptable and is calling for concrete measures to 
discourage them. These include:
- an increased congestion charge in London of £20
- increased road taxes for the most polluting  4x4s
- a ban on 4x4 advertising from public places and from the mainstream 
media.

Take action
You can sign up to the campaign at www.stopurban4x4s.org.uk and 
download or order spoof parking tickets from
www.wastemonsters.org.uk.
Or you can use the Contact page on the website above.

Siân Berry from Camden Green Party issues a
typical wastemonster with a spoof ticket

PONDS THREAT            
The backlash that greeted the Corporation of London’s threat to close 
all 3 swimming ponds on the Heath took them by surprise. It looks as 
though a charging scheme may be implemented. Swimming in the 
ponds is one of the great pleasures of living round here, and they must 
be kept open.

THE END OF LOCAL SHOPPING?        
Greens are calling upon Camden Council to stop small shopkeepers 
being pushed out by large supermarkets. Tesco was recently allowed to 
take over 3 food shops in Hampstead and 2 in Highgate, while Sains-
bury’s have opened a “local” shop in Fortess Road. Meanwhile Camden 
Council is now charging street stallholders a £900 p.a. licence fee on top 
of business rates, which could force them out of business. We need local 
shops, and supermarkets must be held accountable for their treatment 
of farmers and the food miles they clock up.
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The Camden tickets are headed ‘Carbon’ 
and accuse offenders of making a ‘poor 

vehicle choice’



OUR ELECTED GREENS       
Here are just some of the many things our Green representatives have 
been working on since being re-elected in June. 

JEAN LAMBERT MEP     
Campaigning for refugees:  Jean presented her 
report on refugees to the European Parliament 
in December, aiming to help vulnerable refugees 
- victims of rape, human rights activists and unac-
companied children.

Tackling poverty:  Jean is calling for a liveable 
wage, to help the rising numbers of Londoners living in poverty.

Human Rights:  Jean spoke about human rights to a demonstration 
outside Belmarsh Prison, Britain’s Guantanamo, which houses 14 foreign 
nationals arrested under the Terrorism Act who have never been charged 
with an offence.

Mobile phone mast victories  at Harrow and Redbridge.

Climate change action:  Jean visited Highgate School in Camden and 
also gave a speech outside the US Embassy after the American elec-
tion, calling for businesses to be helped to do more to combat climate 
change.

JENNY JONES AM       
London Food  was set up after Jenny convinced 
the Mayor that Londoners need fresher, healthier, 
more affordable food. The group is already 
improving access to fresh food for people living 
away from shops.

Road Safety:  Jenny is the Mayor’s Road Safety 
Ambassador and is working to reduce the number of people killed on 
the capital’s roads. She is also meeting with the Head of Traffic Policing 
in London about failures to roll out speed cameras and prosecute speed-
ing drivers.

Walking and cycling:  Jenny heads the Mayor’s new Walking Plan, trying 
to persuade the City of London to rethink their policy on 20mph zones 
and pushing for a clampdown on the trade in stolen bicycles.

Bobbies on bikes:   Jenny’s campaign to get 400 police onto bicycles 
continues. Officers on bikes cover more ground than foot patrols and 
are more connected to the public than when they are in cars. 

Flooding risk:  When it emerged that up to 2 million homes could 
be flooded if sea levels rise, Jenny appealed to John Prescott and Ken 
Livingstone to rethink their plans to build 91,000 new homes on the 
eastern Thames flood plain.

DARREN JOHNSON AM          
Darren is Chair of the LA’s Environment Commit-

tee.             

Protecting London’s green space:  Darren has 
been working on the threat to London’s green 
spaces from development and making plans for 
the new tram system in West London.

Empty homes:  The number of these has risen sharply this year. Greens 
are calling for empty homes to be used in preference to new building.

No night flights:  Darren has joined HACAN Clear Skies to launch a new 
booklet calling for an end to night flights. The report argues that night 
flights damage Londoners’ quality of life as well as the environment.

Zero waste plan:  Darren has launched a Green Waste Plan for London, 
which calls for London to become a zero waste city, and has asked the 
Mayor to block the building of new incinerators around London.

PENSIONERS CAMPAIGN         

Currently two-thirds of Britain’s 11 million pensioners live in poverty. To 
get a pension you still have to be subjected to means testing. In fact, 
the new Pensions Credit will involve the biggest extension of means 
testing since the Second World War. It will bring half our pensioners 
into means testing.  Pensions Credit is even more complicated than the 
old system.  State pensioners are still effectively penalised for having 
savings or private pensions, and the system still discriminates against 
some women. 

The Green Party wants to restore the link between pensions and general 
income which was broken by the Tories in 1980, and has not been 
restored by Labour. As a result, pensioners are £30 a week worse off than 
they would have been.  London’s Geen Party MEP Jean Lambert will tell 
the National Pensioners’ Convention in Blackpool in May: “A decent 
state pension must be made available to all as of right - it should not be 
linked to people’s ability to make high contributions during their work-
ing lives; every single pensioner merits a decent standard of living.” Jean 
is Co-President of the all-party Group on Ageing. “This is essential to 
ensure women, carers and others who have been economically margin-
alised are entitled to enjoy a decent standard of living in retirement.”

Cllr. Darren Johnson writes: “Means testing is extremely unpopular. 
Filling in endless forms is a bureaucratic nightmare and a lot of people 
find it intimidating or humiliating. Greens want to end pensioners’ 
means testing. The state pension must be seen as a civic right due to all 
members of society. Pension provision is currently quite patchy. Women 
retire at 60 and men are expected to keep working to 65. Some people, 
especially women, get less because they’ve earned less and have paid 
less National Insurance. Everyone should be eligible for state pension 
at age 60. Greens would also safeguard the right of pensioners to work 
beyond retirement age if they choose to - without denying them their 
pension.”

Dorothy Forsyth, a spokesperson from Camden Pensioners’ Action 
Group lists their demands: a third of average earnings, not means 
tested; a flat rate pension for everyone; and compulsory retirement 
age not be raised to 70. They also demand the retention of local shops, 
banks and particularly post offices, close to home. They are resisting 
government pressure on them to receive their pensions directly into 
bank accounts, as the need for PIN numbers can cause problems with 
carers, and they are resisting the proposed introduction of a voucher 
scheme to promote competition in health care provision. Greens agree 
that pensioners deserve fairer treatment.

THIS is  Issue 3 of Greenlight, brought to you by Camden Green Party.

In the June Elections we retained 2 London Assembly Members and 2 
MEPs. We list some of their activities  on the left. We also increased the 
number of Green Council members nationwide to 63. Despite the dif-
ficulties faced by small parties in first-past-the-post elections, we feel 
that the need for a larger green presence in national politics is increas-
ingly urgent.

If you would like to join the Green Party or help us in our campaigns, 
please visit our website at www.camden.greenparty.org.uk or the Na-
tional Party site at www.greenparty.org.uk or write to us at the address 
overleaf.

Siân Berry   Adrian Oliver
Green Candidate for  Green Candidate for
Hampstead and Highgate  Holborn & St. Pancras 
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