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Our housing policies for Camden will:
Make more homes truly affordable for people who live and
work in Camden and reduce the number of properties lying
empty - through its leases, Camden can ensure new private
homes on land it controls are only sold to people intending
to make their home here, not to investors without a stake
in Camden.
Promote new ways to live in and manage our homes, which
more closely involve the community and help families stay
close together as their needs change - co-operatively managed housing and innovative co-housing models would be
prioritised
Create a fairer deal for tenants, with more secure tenancies
and smart policies to stabilise rents.
Promote great design and energy-saving standards - keeping Camden at the forefront of architectural innovation and
excellence.
Keep down waste and inefficiency in management of Council homes so that fewer new homes need to be sold off and
less well-off leaseholders can stay in the area - tendering
smaller contracts will help local firms compete, keep work
competitive and boost the local economy
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Make more homes truly afford- Promote new ways to live in
able and reduce empty homes and manage our homes
To increase the supply of truly affordable homes, and reduce the number of
new homes out of the reach of people
living in Camden, we would:
• Ensure new developments include
as much affordable housing as possible, as well as new social housing on all sites where the Council
owns or manages land. We will take
a tougher stance with developers
who want to provide less affordable
housing than required by planning
standards.

“Private sales by the Council
should only go to people
who wish to live here and
be part of our community.
Financial penalties for ‘buy to
leave’ speculators are right,
but where the Council can
do more and actualy ensure
this is written into leases, it
should.”
Maya de Souza, Green
Councillor

• tighten the definition of “affordable
housing” so it is truly affordable and
make use of planning agreements
and government funding streams
like the New Homes Bonus to
negotiate and purchase new social
rented homes in private developments.
• require that all new homes the
Council builds for private sale are
sold with lease conditions that the
owner will live in the property as
their primary home, not rent it out
or use it as a second or third home
in London.
• revise planning policy to put in
place a stricter test to convert
houses divided into flats into single
dwellings, which are often underoccupied.
• increase taxes on wealthy investors
buying homes they won’t live in.
We support the current Camden administration’s call for a Council Tax
levy of 200% for empty furnished
properties.

“London needs a housing
strategy that recognises
its desperate shortage of
affordable homes. The Mayor
and local councils need to
deliver more truly affordable
housing in new developments
and requiring landlords
to give greater security to
tenants.”
Sian Berry, candidate for
Highate ward
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• put pressure on government for a
smarter, fairer property related tax
locally and nationally, with a wider
differentiation in Council Tax and,
ultimately, a truly fair and proportionate Land Value Tax.
• put pressure on central government for a stronger, more effective
regional policy, so that we don’t
have excessive pressure on London’s
limited land supply.

To promote new models of housing
design and management, which more
closely involve the community and
help families stay close together as
their needs change, we would:
• promote and incentivise new cooperative housing developments,
which allow communities more of
a say in design as well as a permanent role in the management of
their homes.
• allow greater co-operative style
self-management of Council properties as way of giving tenants and
leaseholders a greater say in their
housing, and keeping costs to an affordable level.
• ensure that a high proportion of
new housing – public and private,
across the borough – is built on a
co-housing model, and that refurbishments also increase the supply
of this kind of housing. Co-housing
combines independent units with
attractive common spaces that are
shared and run by residents. This
model can be suitable either for
younger key workers or older people
who want to downsize and live in
the area retaining their personal
links with the community.
• create a register of architects who
have worked successfully on this
type of development elsewhere.
• promote the study and understanding of other successful European
models for how housing is procured,
designed and delivered.
• where possible, seek to create green
spaces in and around buildings,
shared, private and semi-private,
creating opportunities for participation, aiming to foster a sense of
ownership in the public and semi
public realm.

Create a fairer deal for tenants
To improve life for people in rented
homes, we would commit Camden
to create a ‘Fairer Deal for Tenants’ in
both private and social housing. This
would include:
• refuse to implement the Government’s 5 year tenancy schemes for
Council tenants, so as to ensure security and stability for people living
in Camden-run homes.
• create a register of good landlords,
to incentivise high standards and
reward decent, fair landlords with
high levels of occupancy
• work at a Camden and Londonwide level to bring in smart controls
to stabilise private rents, and to
increase rights for private tenants

Promote great design
We have some incredible examples of
great architecture in Camden, from
the traditional to the best of modernism, and our borough should continue
to be a leader in the design of innovative, sustainable housing.
We want to see better design in our
new buildings, higher standards of
energy efficiency (which lead to lower
running costs) and more low carbon
developments like Chester Balmore in
Highgate that seek to provide fuelefficient homes.
But too many proposals don’t live up
to these standards, and don’t fit in
with our historic tradition of great
buildings and architecture.
We would:
• encourage more public participation and debate about design during the planning process to make
architects and developers more
accountable to the community and
new developments more sensitive
to local context.
• create a register of architects,
developers, and builders/tradespeople with track records of award
winning, energy efficient urban
architecture and proper community
engagement.

• promote adaptable room layouts
and equal space standards for all
new private and affordable housing
to ensure maximum future flexibility for residents.
• encourage developers to achieve
energy and carbon saving standards beyond the requirements of
the building regulations, to make
sure our new housing is as resilient
as possible to future energy price
fluctuations and climate change.
• make use of grants from the EU and
central government, like Life Plus
and the Technology Strategy Board’s
SBRI fund, to promote sustainable
and innovative design.

“New social housing needs
to be the priority on all sites
where the Council owns or
manages land.”
Maya de Souza, Green
Councillor

Keep down waste and inefficiency in management of Council homes
Camden’s current policy is to sell off
a proportion of new build homes on
precious Council land to pay for refurbishment of homes and school buildings. But does the council get best
value from these refurbishments? If
homes are being sold off that could be
used for social housing, we think this
is vital.
We often see big, expensive contracts
signed by the Council that, nevertheless, result in poor quality work. Our
tenants, our council taxpayers – and
our leaseholders who also pay directly
for these works – deserve better.
We would:
• tender smaller, more competitive
contracts and regularly review
standards and performance. This
approach would also help small
and medium sized contractors and
our wider aim to support the local
economy by sourcing more Council
goods and services from local businesses.
• introduce stronger cost controls and
better project management
• put in place highly skilled areabased in-house repairs and refurbishment teams - their work and
expertise could save large amounts
of money overall.

“We have some of the most
beautiful heritage and the
most exciting architecture
and design in London in
our borough. Working with
residents, new buildings can
play their part in keeping
Camden at the forefront of
design and innovation.”
Sian Berry, candidate for
Highgate ward
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